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Conversation with a Classroom Teacher
Use of Reading and Writing Strategies in the Classroom
Teacher:
School:

Jane Schumann
Streetsville Secondary School

Grade Level:
Subject:

Grade 9, Applied and Academic
Geography (also some History)

Please Note:

The following interview has been paraphrased and is not necessarily in the teacher’s exact words.

Reading Material Usage in the Classroom
1)

What disadvantages do you perceive for reliance on a single textbook in the classroom?

The use of one textbook gives students only one perspective that can generate a biased perception of the subject matter being
covered. Reliance on a single textbook also sets a poor example for students when asked to perform their own research.
2)

Do you use the chapters in the text in the order that they appear? Why/Why not?

Yes. I generally cover all units in order, unless I find that there is a pertinent chapter later in the book that may be useful to a
current topic. History text books are usually written chronologically which follows the course layout, compared to geography,
which is sometimes not the case due to thematic units. It depends heavily on the textbook and the course.
3)

How much emphasis do you place on the textbook you use?

The textbook is always the first point of reference for my classes and is used for all units, although I do supplement with other
textbooks and reading materials.
4)

Do you use trade books and electronic media? How?

Yes. Government publications mostly. Stats Canada and Parks Canada are used extensively, but I also use travel brochures for
the travel and tourism class. I use electronic media as a starting point for independent studies research and also find it useful
for the travel and tourism class that I teach. The sites I use most often pertain to; Government Travel Advisories, Ecotourism,
World Tourism, and Passports.
5)

Do you integrate fiction books into the curriculum? How?

No. I used a poem once for the study of Antarctica, and a colleague uses the movie, “Around the World in 80 Days” as a class
opener for her travel and tourism class.
6)

Do you associate text learned exercises with student’s background knowledge and experience? Explain.

As much as possible, and more so in the applied courses. We do a unit on immigration which applies to many of my students
because of their diverse backgrounds and experiences. We also apply exercises to local environment and conservation in the
home and community.

Writing Applications in the Classroom
7)

What types of exercises do you use to create more effective use of writing skills?

The grade 10 literacy test influences very much what we work on in grade 9. I use a news report project, rubrics, peer
evaluation, breakdown the structure of reports and essays, and use “supported opinion paragraphs”. There is not as much
emphasis on “supported opinion paragraphs” in the applied course which is why they complete reports instead of essays. Most
of the projects that we use relate to job/life skills that students will employ after they leave high school.
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Diversity in the Classroom
8)

What strategies do you implement to overcome reader diversity (non/poor/ESL)?

Vocabulary, Vocabulary, Vocabulary. Geography is heavily based on vocabulary that most students have not encountered
before. I use lists of key terms religiously especially for poor and ESL readers although I do find it useful for all of the
students. I pay extra attention to those students who may require additional help and privately ask them if they understand
what they are reading when I walk around the classroom. I am currently trying to find out what level all of my students are
because we haven’t had the reports yet for those who have been identified as exceptional learners. Those students who are
identified qualify to receive extra time for writing tests and handing in assignments. If students have not been identified, but
are borderline and tend to struggle with deadlines, I try to offer them extra help and be flexible.
9)

Are you concerned with student’s use of the traditional “business-english” within the classroom?

No, although I do correct for grammar. The Peel Board of Education is offering classes for dialect in the near future.
Personal note: Upon reflection, I am not sure if Jane was clear on what I meant for dialect, and I believe
she assumed it was for students coming from other countries who spoke with an accent. I would think that
dialect is more a problem for inner-city schools versus suburban schools, although I could be wrong.

Lesson Planning
10) What types of pre-reading strategies do you use to arouse curiosity with your students?
Discussions. I use cartoons in my History classes, but it would work for geography too. I often read to the class. I do reading
comprehension quizzes at the end of a selected reading and tell the students before they do their readings that this will happen.
The applied class likes the idea of a reward (“candy”) for doing a task.

General Use of Reading and Writing in the Classroom
11) What other specific advice do you have about using Reading and Writing Strategies in the classroom?
Encourage the students to read. Read anything! It doesn’t matter what they read, as long as they read. This will increase their
ability to write with improved sentence structure, word context, and vocabulary. I also use peer editing. This makes the
student aware of mistakes that others make and forces them to think about structure, grammar, and vocabulary.

In conclusion, I found this to be an accurate description of Jane’s classroom techniques. I also found that many of
the concepts we are currently learning at D’Youville were not evident in her classroom, such as; scaffolding, prereading exercises, and group work that encourages active learning. It seemed to me that the students in the applied
class were there to get the credit and get out. There was no major impact being made on their life, it was just
another classroom, another teacher, another day at school. Jane had mentioned that the curriculum was so “jampacked” that it was difficult to incorporate extra “fun” material into the classroom. I am still of the “naïve”
opinion that all learning can be made interesting and fun, and that teachers can make a difference in the lives of
“high-risk” students—silly newbie!J

